
Class Observation

Role Model
What is the teacher wearing? Does he/she look more formal than the students? Does he/she represent WCS?

How is the teacher interacting with the students before class? Making them feel welcome/important/included?

Preparation
How is the room prepared for the class? Are microphones provided? Needed?

How did the teacher prepare for the class? Was there a written lesson plan? Series plan?

Starting the class
How did the teacher welcome the class?

What formations did the teacher arrange?

How did the teacher deal with gender imbalance?

How did the teacher explain and/or encourage rotation?

Did the teacher introduce the goals of the class? How? 

How did he/she explain to the students why they should care about the topic?

Skill Building
Did the teacher begin with familiar movements as a warm up?

Which basic foundation skill did the teacher review in order to scaffold the new material?

Did the teacher thoroughly explain the new techniques verbally? Visually? 

Which drills or exercises did the teacher provide to teach new movements kinesthetically?

Which analogies/anecdotes did the teacher use to improve comprehension? Which keywords?

Did the teacher build the skills incrementally, and were the size of the increments appropriate?

Interaction
How did the teacher prompt students to offer answers to questions?

How did the teacher encourage the students?

Was the teacher’s sense of humour appropriate for the demographic?

How did the teacher allow opportunities for partner recognition, feedback, and questions?

How did the teacher treat students’ questions?

Trials & Practice
Did the students get to try the move at least twice before rotating?

Did the teacher rotate at least twice each time before moving on?

Did at least 80% of the students “get it” before the teacher moved on?

Did the teacher play music after each topic or movement was repeatedly attempted without music?

Was the speed and rhythm of the music appropriate for the level of the students?

How did the teacher count the students in? Was he/she consistent?

What did the teacher do while there was music playing?

How did the teacher cue the students with keywords?

Practical Application
How did the teacher apply the new techniques and skills to desirable moves?

Were the patterns/moves taught in the class practical applications of the techniques learned?

Did the teacher show the value of the techniques learned in other patterns/moves?

Did the teacher help the students make connections with advanced versions they can look forward to?

Ending the class
How did the teacher review the material at the end of class?

How did the teacher promote the next class topic?

Did the teacher end the class on time?

Assisting

How did the teacher use you in the class? For what activities? How often?

How did they communicate that they wanted to speak/interject, or wanted you to contribute?

What drills/keywords/routines/soundbytes did you appreciate and will add to your repertoire?

What would you have done differently had you been the primary instructor?
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